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May 13, 2020 
 
 
Dear Students and Parents from the Class of 2020,  

 
I’m writing to update you on our plans for graduation this year. I understand how incredibly                
unfortunate it is for our seniors to finish high school in such an anti-climactic manner. Personally, as a                  
parent of a current senior, I experience this frustration up close every day. Despite the circumstances,                
MHS fully intends to recognize the culmination of four years of hard work and celebrate the                
achievements of the Class of 2020.  

 
As you know, instruction at all schools in NJ must remain online for the remainder of this school year.                   
Governor Murphy stipulated in an additional statement, that all graduation ceremonies must be done              
virtually to abide by social distancing guidelines from the CDC. In accordance with this, we are hosting                 
a virtual graduation ceremony that will stream online on Wednesday, June 17th at 6 pm.  
 
The virtual graduation ceremony will follow our typical program and contain speeches from school              
officials and senior students. Students will be recognized individually during the ceremony by             
displaying a picture of the graduate, in addition to scholarships, honors or recognitions that the               
graduate earned, and post-graduation plans for college, military, or career. Senior Advisors and             
Guidance Counselors will be contacting each student to confirm their information.  
 
Students will be provided a Cap and Gown prior to the ceremony and are encouraged to submit a                  
graduation photo of themselves to be included in the media presentations. Since we can’t meet               
together, we will use a series of videos, media, and images to showcase and celebrate our senior class                  
before, during, and after the official graduation ceremony.  
 
Please take note of the following end-of-year procedures. 
 
CAPS & GOWNS  
Caps & Gowns and Honor Cords will be distributed after Memorial Day. Students will be assigned an                 
appointment to pick up their Cap & Gown and return school materials such as textbooks and                
Chromebooks.  We will communicate the available pick-up days soon. 
 
COLLECTION DAY 
Students must return all textbooks, Chromebooks, calculators, and any other school materials before             
they are issued a Cap & Gown or receive a diploma. On their individually scheduled “Collection Day,”                 
students can pay for obligations, return materials, and receive their Cap & Gown. 

 

http://www.manvilleschools.org/mhs
https://www.nj.gov/education/broadcasts/2020/may/8/COVID-19%20Virtual%20Graduation%20Celebrations.pdf


 

 
DIPLOMA & TRANSCRIPT 
We will be distributing diplomas following the graduation ceremony. Distribution methods are still             
being determined.  Final transcripts will be available after graduation.  
 
FINES & FEES 
All cafeteria balances, book fees, and other fines must be paid in order to receive a Cap & Gown. No                    
diploma or transcript will be issued if there is a fine or negative balance. These are listed in Genesis                   
Parent Portal and will continue to be updated as students return their materials. 
 
As always, if you have any questions, please contact the main office. More details will be forthcoming                 
on a schedule for Collection Day and Cap & Gown distribution. Guidance Counselors and Senior               
Advisors will also be contacting students for additional information.  
 
On behalf of the faculty, administration, and staff, thank you for your cooperation as we work through                 
these challenging circumstances and work together to make the most of this occasion for our seniors.  

 
Cordially, 

  
  
 
 

Daniel Hemberger 
Principal 
 
 
  
 

 


